Beowulf Final Test





        Name_____________________________________
I.  Match the following characters/people/terms to the most appropriate description.  1pt each
_____1. Wiglaf




A.  Beowulf’s swimming adversary

_____2. Wealtheow



B.  Great hall of the Danes
_____3. Grendel



C.  Future king of the Geats, loyal partner
_____4. Unferth



D.  the demon, fiend, murderer of the Danes

_____5. Dragon/worm



E.  Current, honorable king of the Geats

_____6. Hrothgar



F.  Current, generous King of the Danes
_____7. Hygelac



G.  Former, dishonorable King of the Danes

_____8. Edgetho



H.  Hrothgar’s follower, jealous of Beo

_____9. Brecca




I.   the treasure hoard beast, murderer of the Geats
_____10.  Beowulf



J.   Future king of the Geats, epic hero
_____11.  Hereot



K.  Beowulf’s father

_____12. Wulfgar



L.  Queen of the Danes

_____13. Hrunting



M.  Beo’s trusted weapon, useless against his final opponent
_____14. Naegling



N.  Unferth’s trusted weapon, useless against the she-beast
_____15. Heremod



O.  the coastguard of the Danes
II.  Choose FIVE of the literary terms or devices listed below and give an example of each from the text.  Number each one you chose, 16-20.  Write neatly so that you can fit your information in this space!   2pts each
epithet

kenning

alliteration

personification



hyperbole
symbol

foreshadowing

imagery

	16. 
	

	17.
	

	18. 
	

	19.
	

	20.
	


III.  Multiple choice:  Read the statement or question completely.  Then, identify the letter of the choice that best completes the statement or answers the question in the blank to the side.  2 pts each
The first 10 questions are about the history and the time period (from the introduction).  Don’t panic! Read carefully!


_____21. An epic is best described as a —     A. brief story that teaches a moral about life   B. story that focuses on a single incident   C. long narrative poem that describes the deeds of heroes   D. songlike poem that explores the speaker’s feelings.


_____22. An epic usually has all of the following elements except —     A. a mixture of myth, legend, and history   B. gods and goddesses   C. formal, elevated language   D. a comic tone.
_____23. Ancient epics were passed down —     A. by a king to his successor   B. in written form   C. orally   D. through schools.


_____24. Each of the following would be among the values and traditions of Anglo-Saxon society demonstrated  in the epic except:  
A. loyalty
B. sense of justice
C. ceremony/ritual
D. honor/valor in battle
E. selfishness. 



_____25. After the Romans evacuated their troops, Britain was left with —A. a strong, unified army   B. a system of roads and architecture   C. Latin as its official written language   D. a strong, formal, centralized government of its own.


_____26. An important effect of Christianity’s spread throughout Britain was that —A. monasteries no longer had to be located in Italy and France   B. Britain became culturally linked to all of Europe   C. the long Roman defensive wall was demolished   D. the Anglo-Saxon religion immediately died out.


_____27. Celtic religion had all the following characteristics except —A. priests called Druids   B. ritual dances and human sacrifice   C. worship of ancient Greek gods of wisdom   D. belief in spirits who controlled all aspects of existence.


_____28. Anglo-Saxon life was dominated by —A. devotion to Christian principles and beliefs   B. industry and dedication to a strict work ethic   C. a new emphasis on education and the arts   D. close allegiances between leaders and their followers (chieftans and their subjects).


_____29. The old Anglo-Saxon religion —A. primarily encouraged ethics and earthly virtues such as bravery, courage, and loyalty   B. had much in common with the beliefs of Christianity   C. advanced an optimistic, cheerful view of life on earth   D. offered the hope of eternal reward to the good.


_____30. Anglo-Saxon poets held an honored position in society primarily because they —A. preserved heroic deeds in the collective memory   B. became great warriors for their lords   C. painstakingly copied old manuscripts   D. read old books and attained great wisdom.


The next twenty questions are specific to Beowulf.
_____31.  Why did Hrothgar build his great hall?     A.  he wanted to honor his men and his own fortune in battle     B. as an alter and tribute to God     C. for his sons and future generations to have a safe abode in times of danger     E. to make sure the reputation of the Geats was known throughout Denmark.
_____32.  Each of the following words/phrases is used to describe Grendel except:     A. demon/fiend     B. spawned in that slime     C. born of Cain     D. mankind/Almighty’s enemy     E.  Giver of the rings.

_____33.  At the end of ch. 2, what reason does the poet/narrator imply for the continuous defeat and savagery of Hrothgar’s men by Grendel?     A. they are weaklings and an embarrassment to Hrothgar and Denmark      B. Grendel is just too much for them      C.  his men have resorted to pagan rituals and suffer for turning away from God     D.  their leader is mortally wounded and they are left without protection.

_____34. Which of the following explains the most likely reason Beowulf travels to help Hrothgar?  A. the omens are good      B. he has an army of 1400 men       C. he knows his sailing prowess will get him there quickly      D. he wants to attain more glory and fame by showing his loyalty to an old family friend.
_____35.  With what are the coast guard and the other Danes most impressed when Beowulf and his men arrive on the shores of Denmark?      A. their size and agility     B. their weapons      C. their ship      D.  Beowulf’s previous victories.
_____36.  Hrothgar knows of Beowulf because     A. he has heard his reputation from the sailors that dock at port     B. Hrothgar bailed Beowulf’s father out of trouble way back in the day     C.  Beowulf is a good buddy of Hrothgar’s son, Hector     D. Grendel has admitted that Beowulf is the only opponent he fears.

_____37.  Which statement does NOT explain why Beowulf boasts of his prowess in battle?    A. he must prove himself a worthy adversary to defend King Hrothgar     B. boasting was an Anglo-Saxon tradition     C. he wants to impress Hrothgar’s daughter      D. he wants to impress Hrothgar and his men.

_____38.  Why does Unferth challenge Beowulf?    A. He wants to show he is the better man to fight Grendel’s mother      B. He is jealous of the attention that Beowulf is getting     C. He is mad because he wanted to marry Hrothgar’s daughter      D. He has had too much to drink.
_____39. Which of the following words would best describe the atmosphere of the mead-hall during the dinners to celebrate Beowulf’s arrival, victories, and departure?     A. calm, quiet, and dignified      B. sociable and mildly entertaining      C. barbaric, rude, and infantile     D.  Masculine but ceremonial, lavish, boasting, and more story-telling.

_____40. In the battle with Grendel, Beowulf is connected to ________________ while Grendel is connected to ______________.     A. God…fate     B.  Good…evil
C. Angels…demons     D. Evil…goodness.
_____41.  Beowulf kills Grendel by      A. drowning him in the lake     B. cutting off his head     C. ripping his arm(talon) out of its socket with his bare hands     D. stabbing him with the ancestral sword.

_____42.  Why does Beowulf agree to fight Grendel’s mother?     A. he wants more fame and glory     B. for the treasure or reward Hrothgar offers him     C. for revenge or to avenge the death (murder) of Hrothgar’s BFF Aeschere    D.  all of the above.



_____43. Beowulf slays Grendel in order to —     A. save Hrothgar and the Danes from the monster   B. prevent Grendel from invading the land of the Geats   C. keep Herot from being destroyed   D. carry off the treasure in Grendel’s lair



_____44. Beowulf must battle Grendel with his bare hands because —     A. the Geats traditionally did battle with their bare hands   B. Grendel had magically made all weapons useless against him   C. Beowulf wishes to prove the superiority of the Geats over the Danes   D. Beowulf wishes to prove his bravery

_____ 45.  How does Beowulf become king of his people?     A.  The old king kills himself      B. Beowulf conspires with Wiglaf to kill the king and then ascends to the throne     C.  He his honored in battle and is a relative of the king, but does not take the throne until the true successor is killed in battle     D.  the Geats elect him after he defeats Grendel.



_____46. Which of the following statements about Wiglaf is true?     A. He believes in and speaks about the inner goodness of all people.   B. His inexperience makes him unworthy to succeed to the throne.   C. He makes an eloquent speech about the virtues of loyalty and bravery.   D. He tells Beowulf that the other warriors will desert Beowulf when he needs them most.



_____47. How does Beowulf die?     A. The dragon kills him as Beowulf goes out unarmed to fight the monster.   B. Surrounded by a crowd of helpful warriors, Beowulf is the last to fall.   C. Unaided by most of the warriors, Beowulf is killed as he and Wiglaf fight the dragon.   D. After killing the dragon, Beowulf and his followers fight over the treasure, and Beowulf is killed.



_____48. What last thoughts does Beowulf express as he is dying?     A. A desire for respect and pride in his ability to protect his people   b. Bitterness because his soldiers did not help him fight the dragon   c. Fear that the kingdom of the Geats will fall apart after he dies   d. Affection and longing for his family



_____49. The most important event in Beowulf’s career as leader of the Geats is the —A. attack on the dragon   B. speech for the prince   C. celebration that involved both Danes and Geats   D. tracing of the bloody footprints

_____50. Beowulf tells Wiglaf that he wants his burned-out funeral pyre to be a —     A. reminder to his people of his greatness   B. monument to King Hrothgar   C. reminder to Wiglaf of his duties   D. sign of the new Christian faith

IV.  Extended Response:  You must answer all three of these in the space provided.  As a bonus, you may use and turn in the discussion sheet I gave you for homework last night.  THE QUESTIONS ARE NOT THE SAME!!  If you did not complete that assignment last night, you can work on and fill it in some.  It is worth up to five points.  

A. Evaluate Beowulf as an epic hero.  Use specific characteristics (that are in the definition of epic hero) and examples from the entire epic.  Compare and contrast him with other epic heroes (specifically what happened with Achilles and Hector) as a part of your discussion.  (5 points)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
B. How does the Beowulf epic represent the values, beliefs, and elements of Anglo-Saxon culture?  Give at least three specific aspects as well as examples from your reading.  Include additional information not found in the epic (interesting facts, events, etc…).  (5 points)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
C. How is this epic relevant today?  Discuss at least three life lessons (themes) found in the story.  Explain the lesson and give examples from your reading that support it.  (5 points)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
